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Instructor’s Note
A special thank you
Hi everyone!
Over the past six weeks, Teens Present:
Intro to Journalism program students have
been hard at work learning the tenets of
journalism and applying them to their
articles.
I shared video presentations I created
detailing how to write news, feature,
opinion and sports articles. We looked at
examples from a variety of media outlets
and from both student and professional
journalists.
But what was most valuable were the
students’ abilities to use what they learned
into their very own articles. In Week 3,
students got to know each other and write
profiles about their classmates. For the rest
of the assignments, they covered issues
important to themselves and the Athens
community.
We’ve also received coverage in Online
Athens, The Oconee Enterprise, The Red
& Black and GradyNewsource.
I want to give an extra round of applause
to Brittany Mathis Siewe, Jen Schumann
and Elizabeth Hood, who made this
program possible. Their care, attention and
ideas truly revolutionized the class.
Thank you for reading — now it’s time to
sit back and enjoy!

Picture Caption: Nina Rea started a garden for her Athens, Georgia neighborhood. Rea’s garden grows lots of vegetables,
including onions, broccoli and okra.
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Caring Through a Community
Garden
Nina Rea starts garden in Athens neighborhood
In March 2020, a neighborhood in Athens,
Georgia started a community garden. Laura
King pitched the idea to Nina Rea, who has
a degree in agriculture, to use her fallow
garden and start a garden. Rea was already
passionate about gardening.
Rea presented the idea to neighbors to see if
they’d be interested in contributing and
found a “phenomenal response.” The first
thing they did was clear overgrown weeds
and get the garden into a usable condition.
“It was a lot of intensive labor to begin
with,” Rea said. “[But] everyone has been
helpful in one way or another.”
The neighbors grow lots of vegetables,
including onions, broccoli and okra. Rea
says the biggest challenge was timing.
“We started late in the game,” Rea said.

“At the time COVID hit, it was midMarch, and that’s past when you would
normally be planting.”
Another struggle was organizing the
family groups participating and work
around their knowledge based on what
they knew about gardening. 10 families
participate.
“The youngest is six or seven and the
oldest couples are in their mid to upper
twenties,” Rea said. “We run the gambit
all the wall through.”
After the initial task of de-weeding and
planting the seeds, each family took
weekly trips to tend to individual plants
and remove any growing weeds.
“[It’s a great way to] have food coming in,
but also something to do when they are
confined,” Rea said.
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Picture Caption: Victoria Feng takes a picture on the last
day of the Teens Present: Intro to Journalism program.
Throughout the six weeks, five different tweens and teens
participated in the class.

With a new form of Covid-19 more
dangerous to kids, many parents and
kids alike are concerned about what the
best course of action is.
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Most kids lack the experience and
knowledge necessary, but being smart
with money at a young age can be a
huge advantage in the future.
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18-year-old Viviana Hernandez, along
with a group of other local students,
writes for the Oconee Enterprise as a
Young Scholar.
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How should families react to Covid-19?
Always be respectful of others’ health, no matter who you are
With a new form of Covid-19 more
dangerous to kids, many parents and kids
alike are concerned about what the best
course of action is.
Schools need to make guidelines that are
strong and strict. Currently, my school,
Oconee County Middle School, doesn’t
even require masks. Students’ health
should always be the #1 priority so they
need to play their role in keeping students
safe. Here are my personal
recommendations:
• Require mask usage
• Stagger class dismissal to limit
hallway traffic
• Require that students are less than
six feet away from no more than
two others

Kids need to keep themselves responsible
for their health, although they might need
a mentor. Kids need to be informed about
Covid-19. This would make kids want to
be safe instead of being told to follow
guidelines. It also allows them to
understand why these guidelines are in
place and why they need to follow them.
In March, Pfizer/BioNTech showed great
results in a stage 3 trial testing 12- to 15year-olds. 2,260 adolescents were
enrolled, half of which received the
mRNA vaccine. The antibody response
was stronger than in the 16- to 25-yearolds enrolled in an earlier study. Based on
this, it’s best if all in-person students
continue so if they’re comfortable, and
try to make it until school is released for
summer. This will eliminate the main
possibility of getting Covid-19 for most
kids.

If you’re a parent, it’s your job to help
keep your kids safe, so keep your kids
informed and safe. Kids, do you part and
ask questions and learn about the virus.
Importantly, always be respectful of
others’ health, no matter who you are.

Picture Caption: An Oconee County Middle School
(OCMS) sign displays the most recent news. As of a
December 10 announcement, OCMS doesn’t require
masks for students.

Elizabeth Hood

ACCL Teens Present
The series gets a great start

Picture Caption: Mariah Jaeck stops to take a selfie in the cornfield. Jaeck is an Oconee County High School student
involved in FCCLA.
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FCCLA Champion Jaeck
Profile on Oconee County High School student
Three years ago, Mariah Jaeck, 17, did
exceptionally well in her FCCLA
competition and placed sixth at
nationals.
Jaeck is a creative, fun and outgoing
high schooler who is always open to
trying new things. She spends her time
listening to music, playing board games
and hanging out with friends and family.
“I want to continue to study and do well
in school so that I can get into the
college that I want to,” Jaeck said.

Jaeck gets inspiration from her mother, a
hard worker who taught her to always
try her best. Jaeck is a homebody and
spends lots of time with her family.
She stays involved in her community
through being a leader in FCCLA. She
has a love for spring because of the
perfect temperature and beautiful
flowers. If she could meet anyone, it
would be a K-pop band. She enjoys all
sugar and sweets.
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Athens-Clarke County Library has been
honored to kick off our Teens Present
series with Victoria Feng’s Introduction
to Journalism. Midway through the sixweek course, we also featured Rishab
Borah in Teens Present: Becoming a
Teen Author.
Victoria did a fantastic job interviewing
Rishab about his experiences in
publishing The Door to Inferna, first of
the anticipated Elkloria series (now
available for check-out in our Teen
section!). This must-watch interview is
posted on the Athens-Clarke County
County Library Teen Services Facebook
page.
Teen Services is excited to continue
highlighting the many skills and talents
our teens have to offer the community. if
you or someone you know would like to
be featured in our Teens Present series,
contact ya@athenslibrary for more
information.

Picture Caption: Rishab Borah is interviewed for the
ACCL Teens Present Series. Borah is a high school
student and author of The Door to Inferna.
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Making Money
Multiplying wealth as a minor

Picture Caption: From left to right, a stack of coins grows
and a plant sprouts. Peyton Magee’s advice aims to help
kids built their own wealth.

As a young kid, I know it can often be
daunting to deal with money. Most kids
lack the experience and knowledge
necessary, but being smart with money at
a young age can be a huge advantage in
the future.
Where to start? “’The Intelligent Investor
by Benjamin Graham,” financial advisor
Chris Jones said. “That’s basically book
one for financial knowledge… I would
look

at Ray Dalio.”
Over time people and life will teach you
a lot about personal finance.
“‘The Only Investment Guide you’ll ever
need’ by Andrew Tobias,” said my
highly experienced great uncle Geoff
Roever.
Jones says to be determined, no matter
what advantages you have, there will be
obstacles to overcome. Always be patient
and learn the importance of
compounding return. While your
neighbor is chasing after a hot stock or
currency, trying to double their money,
be satisfied with your seven to 10
percent a year.
“Start a retirement account,” Jones said.
“Invest the maximum allowed by the
IRS. Every year. Rinse. Repeat. If you’re
able to keep yourself on this path, it
makes financial planning far simpler.
Don’t spend more money than you
make.”
Finally, make sure to start small and stay
interested. Find someone to mentor you
through your journey. Make sure to
spend your money on things that last.
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“The Glass Castle”
A book review
“The Glass Castle” follows the childhood
of Jeannette Walls. The memoir details
her life with unconventional parents.
During her childhood, she constantly
moved homes and lived in poverty due to
her parents’ negligence.
After reading the book, I have an even
better appreciation for my parents.
Walls’s parents did not often provide
food for their kids, and instead spent
money for themselves on alcohol and
hobbies. While reading this book, I have
come to realize the hard work that my
parents do to provide for my siblings and
me.

Picture Caption: A copy of The Glass Castle is available
in the Athens Regional Library System. Mariah Jaeck
reviewed this book.

Picture Caption: A recent edition of the Oconee Entreprise posted on Twitter highlights local issues. Viviana Hernandez is a writer for the publication.
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Teen Activist Takes on Tough Issues
Profile on Oconee County High School senior Viviana Hernandez
18-year-old Viviana Hernandez, along with a group of other
local students, writes for the Oconee Enterprise as a Young
Scholar. She has written articles about Indigenous Peoples’
Month and topics covering the importance of wearing masks
into the new year.
Hernandez is a senior at Oconee County High School. During
her high school career, she has participated in the Young
Georgia Authors Writing Competition, Winterguard, Color
Guard, National Honor Society, student council and many more
extracurriculars.

After graduating, Hernandez plans on majoring in political
science at Pepperdine University in Malibu.
She became involved with Oconee Enterprise after learning
about it from Ms. Moffeo, and since her involvement, she has
written multiple articles. In her writing, Hernandez says that
she tries to “relate [her articles] to the community” and her
school. Hernandez says that through her writing, she wants to
“bring some light to issue that I am passionate about.”
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