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The past six weeks teaching the Creative Writing for Young Writers course
has been an absolute delight. We explored how to write fiction, poetry, opinion,
and news pieces. By the end of the class, students have been able to
create works for publication in our class magazine.
A big thank you to the students for their hard work, parents for their support,
and especially Allison Oberst, Buffalo Grove Park District’s Recreation
Supervisor, who made this course possible.
Now sit back, and enjoy!
-Victoria Feng, Course Instructor

Iggy C.

Why I Like Humphrey
Why do I like to read the Humphrey Series? One reason I like to read Humphrey is that I think
the book is funny. Another reason I like to read Humphrey is that he is curious when he goes to
different classmates' houses. The last reason is at the end of each chapter there is a fact about
hamsters or what he wonders in the book. Reading Humphrey inspired me to get a hamster.

Kyle L.

The Ghost Story
Tim is a boy who loves solving mysteries. He does not believe in superstitions. It was Saturday
1988, in the attic when Tim was cleaning up the attic in his house. Tim was cleaning up a radio
when, in the corner of his eye, a white ghost was floating in the air. He slowly turned around and
the ghost was staring at him. “Ahhh!!!!” Tim screamed. He ran down the stairs through the
kitchen. He went down to the town and went straight to the big police station. Tim told the police
about the ghost. But the police did not believe him. He went to the library to read up on ghosts.
Unfortunately, there were only fictional books about them. Tim had to figure out the mystery
himself. He noticed that when he was cleaning out the attic, he did not see the white sheet. Tim
took out the notepad he always had with him. He wrote down Clues and started a list of what
might be clues. Tim wrote with a pen, Missing blanket, and then put the pen and the notepad
back in his pocket. He went back to his house to see if he could find any more clues and keep on
sorting out the attic. He also remembered that his baseball bat was missing. Tim took out his
notepad and pen again and wrote down Missing baseball bat. It was 3:00 P.M. As he walked
down the block, he went into the store to buy some milk, white bread, and some cheese. He went
home to eat dinner. After dinner, Tim went for a walk. While he was walking, he thought of
some possibilities of who the ghost was or who was trying to prank him. As he came down the
street, he came to a conclusion. Someone must be pranking him. He went down to his friend’s
house and knocked on the door. His friend opened the door. Surprisingly, Tim took a look at
John's house and found a white sheet and a baseball bat. He recognized the two objects. It was
his two missing objects. But, the white sheet had two holes that looked like the same black holes
that were staring at him in the attic. He also saw a big black hole underneath the two scary eyes.
He took out his notepad and wrote: problem solved under all of his clues. He was happy to solve
the mystery. It was 6:00. “You want to have dinner with me?” asked his friend. “Sure,” Tim
replied, going into the house. His friend asked him why he was knocking on his door. “You
pranked me,” he answered. “Oh, sorry about that,” John apologized. “That’s O.K,” Tim said. He
ate dinner at his friend's house. After dinner with his friend, he walked happily home to his
house. He sat down on his couch, relaxed. He felt good about not having a ghost chasing him
around.

Bird Acrostic Poem
Best pet to be with because they are sometimes colorful
Interesting pet because it can be on land and can fly in the sky
Restless, some birds are
Dark such as the raven.

Bird Pet Opinion Essay
You shouldn’t get a bird for a pet. You shouldn’t get a bird because they poop everywhere, chirp
loudly in the morning, and scratch your skin.
Birds poop everywhere! They look disgusting. Bird poop on you would not feel pleasant. I am
babysitting a bird right now and that is how I know.
Birds chirp very early in the morning. They’re like a noisy alarm waiting to sound. Sometimes
the bird I’m bird-sitting right now knows when I am awake and starts chirping multiple chirps.
Birds’ claws are VERY sharp. They can make scratch marks on your skin that could possibly
bleed. My sister’s hand was scratched.
Poop, chirps and scratching are why you should NOT get a bird.

Mia M.

Untitled
Mars is kind of impulsive and tends to do some things a bit more irrationally or without thinking
too much about it. They do like it when things go their way and tend to get stressed more easily.
Mars’s pet is a strange animal that sometimes accidentally jumps through space and time, it ends
up in random voids of space or 1576 in England. This was the first time Mars tried to catch the
pet while following it.
Mars ends up chasing the pet all around the city and through some different time periods. Only
for the pet to teleport to ancient Egypt and Mars is caught running through the desert. When they
finally catch the pet, it teleports again.
The pet teleports into some sort of dystopian world and Mars gets captured by some strange
guards. The pet realizes Mars isn’t chasing it anymore and decides to turn around and look for
them. The pet finds Mars right before they get attacked by the guards.
The pet frees Mars from the guards’ grasp only to run away once again. Mars quickly follows it
until it slows down, Mars grabs the pet and then they teleport back into Mars’s house.
The pet takes a nap and Mars sits down, out of breath and tired from chasing the pet all day.

Painting
painting is peaceful
painting melts the stress away
as fire melts the snow

Why We Should Include LGBTQ characters and the
Breaking of Gender Roles More in Children’s
Entertainment
Many people think children are too young to know about LGBTQ people when it should be
normalized. If we teach children about the LGBTQ community, the world could slowly become
more accepting and would normalize LGBTQ people more.
One reason I think these things should be normalized is because many people won’t allow their
children to know that it is possible to like people of the same gender, lots of children aren’t
aware that things like that even exist. I myself didn’t learn about the LGBTQ community until I
was about 11 and was finally allowed on the internet. But even before this I also found it
“strange” if a girl wasn’t wearing a dress or if a boy was wearing the color pink. My parents are
very accepting but I feel that I felt this way because nothing like that was really normalized in
the media I watched. This was until I had been exposed to different movies like “Star Wars” and
other things such as the internet.
Another reason would be the backlash to LGBTQ people saying that the film “Luca” which has
recently come out on Disney+ is giving gay representation without Disney actually confirming it.
There are many parents on the internet freaking out that people are allowed to have opinions on
the characters, and contradict their opinions by saying that the people’s opinions aren’t valid
because the characters are straight. Another thing about this is that for example in the movie
“Up” in the beginning when Carl and Ellie are children (also seen as younger than Luca and
Alberto). Many of the parents who did not like the opinions about “Luca” because the characters
are children love to talk about how Carl and Ellie liked each other since they were children. To
these parents romance is always allowed as long as it’s not romance involving people of the same
gender.
The last reason I have would be better representation for different TV shows. There are a lot of
shows on TV with LGBTQ characters but they aren’t written properly and most don’t actually
resonate with any LGBTQ people watching the show. Of course there are also shows who write
the characters very well, but some people may watch the shows/movies on Netflix or any other
streaming service might not feel connected to a character that is supposed to be representing
them.
This is my reasoning for why we should include more LGBTQ characters in children’s
entertainment. It would be better to normalize these things and might even make the world a bit
more accepting.

Nitin P.

The Monsters that Lie Beneath
Oceans are a wonder. They are very vast and interesting. But yet, a mere percentage of it has
been explored. No matter how much you want to deny it, there are probably creatures as big as
the TITANIC, lurking in the depths of the ocean, for one very unlucky person to find. So
remember, whenever you spend a day at a beach with friends and families, you are being
watched by the mysteries that lie beneath, undiscovered.

Five [Acrostic Poem]
For one of the best numbers in the world.
In Between 4 and 6
Very accurate to describe my IQ
Elements of the world, Earth, Water, Fire, Air, and Space.

Rania F.

Candies
Cheap, 50 cents
Ancient, old
Nerds,
Delicious
Ice Breakers
Efrutti
Sweet

Viraj M.

Summer
Sunlight beaming on my face
Underwater fun
Melting ice cream
Many hot days
Everyone is happy
Ready to play all day

